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he showed us his perpetual motions, catoptrics, magnet-
ical experiments, models, and a thousand other crotchets
and devices, most of them since published by himself,
or his industrious scholar, Schotti.

Returning home, we had time to view the Palazzo de
Medicis, which was an house of the Duke of Florence
near our lodging, upon the brow of Mons Pincius, hav-
ing a fine prospect toward the Campo Marzo. It is a
magnificent, strong building, with a substruction very
remarkable, and a portico supported with columns to-
ward the gardens; with two huge lions, of marble, at
the end of the balustrade. The whole outside of the
facciata is incrusted with antique and rare basso-relievos
and statues. Descending into the garden is a noble foun-
tain governed by a Mercury of brass. At a little dis-
tance, on the left, is a lodge full of fine statues, among
.which the Sabines, antique and singularly rare. In the
arcade near this stand twenty-four statues of great price,
and hard by is a mount planted with cypresses, rep-
resenting a fortress, with a goodly fountain in the mid-
dle. Here is also a row balustred with white marble,
covered over with the natural shrubs, ivy, and other
perennial greens, divers statues and heads being placed
as in niches. At a little distance are those famed stat-
ues of Niobe and her family, in all fifteen, as large as
the life, of which we have ample mention in , Pliny, es-
teemed among the best pieces of work in the world for
the passions they express, and all other perfections of
that stupendous art. There is likewise in this garden a
fair obelisk, full of hieroglyphics. In going out, the
fountain before the front casts water near fifty feet in
height, when it is received in a most ample marble basin.
Here they usually rode the great horse every morning;
which gave me much diversion from the terrace of my
own chamber, where I could see all their motions. This
evening, I was invited to hear rare music at the Chiesa
Nova; the black marble pillars within led us to that
most precious oratory of Philippus Nerius, their founder ;
they being of the oratory of secular priests, under no
vow. There are in it divers good pictures, as the As-
sumption of Girolamo Mutiano; the Crucifix; the Visita-
tion of Elizabeth; the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin;
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